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Government Relations Update
by Troy Fore, ABF Director of Government Relations

Do you get the urge sometimes to tell “Washington” how 
important honey bees are to the nation’s food supply – 
not to mention to your family’s livelihood? What holds 
you back? Maybe the time and money required to travel 
to D.C. to make your case?

Here’s a solution: 
take an afternoon 
and drive to the next 
county for an op-
portunity to see the 
Secretary of Agricul-
ture Thomas Vilsack. 
That’s what I did 
recently. No airline 
ticket. No expensive 
hotel room. No wran-
gling for an appoint-
ment. Not a day to fly 

in, a day to visit, a day to fly home. Just a 36-mile round 
trip and a few hours’ time.

The Secretary is traveling around the country visiting 
with farmers and local officials, announcing local grants 
from the Recovery Act and listening to people say 
what is on their mind. In my case, I opened our county 
newspaper recently and saw a brief news article that 
said Vilsack would be in our area on a Monday after-
noon. I went and I was in luck: I got an opportunity to 
ask a question – the last he was taking. Actually, I made 
a statement of about five sentences. I said beekeepers 
were having a lot of problems, that we were appreciative 
of USDA’s research efforts and asked him to do more. 
He assured me of continued research by USDA. Most 

importantly, he told the farmers crowded into the small 
courtroom that what they were doing in growing their 
crops depended on what the bees were doing.

It was nothing earth-shattering. I didn’t even have an op-
portunity for a posed photo with the Secretary. But, think 
about this: suppose there is a beekeeper at every stop 
he makes around the country. And, suppose he gets a 
beekeeping question (verbal or written on a comment 
form) at each of those stops. Without question he will 
have a higher awareness of our industry. 

Now, I know that Secretary Vilsack is not coming to the 
town next door to each of you, but someone is – your 
congressman, your senators. If not an official from the 
federal government, then a state or local official will 
be making an appearance near your home, making a 
speech and listening to voters’ comments. You should 
be there, telling about your business and explaining how 
some policy will help or hurt beekeepers.

You don’t need a multi-page written speech. What do you 
tell your barber when he asks, “How are the bees doing?” 
That’s what you tell the visiting official. Make it simple and 
straight from your heart. That’s what they need to hear.

While you are waiting for that official to visit your area, 
write a few letters (see “How to Contact Your Con-
gressmen”). Keep in touch with your representatives in 
Congress. Every couple of years, a new person may be 
handling agricultural issues in the office. Make sure the 
new person is “honey-bee aware.” Don’t forget about 
their local and regional offices; keep in touch there, too.
Remember, if we don’t tell our story, who will?

How to Contact Your Congressional Representative

Write: The Honorable ______________
United States House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20510

Call: 202.225.3121
Ask for your representative’s office

and request to speak to the agricultural aide.

Representatives Senate

Write: The Honorable ______________
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Call: 202.224.3121
Ask for your senator’s office and

request to speak to the agricultural aide.

E-mail: To locate and e-mail your representatives and senators, visit www.congress.gov.

Troy Fore in our nation’s capital




